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Colleges of the Arts and Sciences Concurrence Form

The purpose of this form is to provide a simple system of obtaining departmental reactions to course requests.  An e-mail may be substituted for this form.
An academic unit initiating a request should complete Section A of this form and send a copy of the form, course request, and syllabus to each of the academic units that might have related interests in the course.  Initiating units should be allowed two weeks to respond.

Academic units receiving this form should respond to Section B and return the form to the initiating unit.  Overlap of course content and other problems should be resolved by the academic units before this form and all other accompanying documentation may be forwarded to the Office of Academic Affairs.
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Response: include a reaction to the proposal, including a statement of support or non-support (continued on the back of this form or a separate sheet, if necessary).
Political Science does not grant concurrence on this course.  First, we are confused by the syllabus, which emphasizes that the course is on the economics of terrorism and at the same time emphasizes that it is multi-disciplinary.  Second, we are shocked by the question on the syllabus of “is Islam a religion?” which sounds discriminatory – how would people feel if a syllabus asked “is Christianity a religion?”  And how is that a topic in economics?  The course begins with a focus on Islam and the Middle East, but if terrorism is a strategy of persuasion and a method of gaining objectives, then it is not tied to a single religion or region.  Indeed, the opening several weeks of the course seem to have little to do with Economics and much more to do with the politics or culture of the Middle East or with religious studies.  Also, the syllabus does not tie many topics to textbooks or journal articles, other than “class notes”.  Of the 6 books mentioned, only Enders & Sanders has much to do with Economics.
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